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Report for: Overview and Scrutiny Number-
Title: Scrutiny Review Update: Response to the Scrutiny Review of the

Clustering of Betting Shops.

Stephen McDonnell — Assistant Director of Single Frontline
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Authorised by: ! 2/_,\\

Eubert Malcolm — Group Manager Regulatory Services

Lead Officer: | ro1anhone: 0208 489 5520

eubert.malcolm@haringey.gov.uk

Ward(s) affected: Report for Key/Non Key Decisions:

All Non Key Decision

1. Describe the issue under consideration

The Scrutiny Review of the Clustering of Betting Shops was agreed by Overview &
Scrutiny Committee in June 2011, approved by Cabinet in December 2011. The
Clustering of Betting Shops in the Scrutiny Panel report clearly identified as an
issue that cuts across council services and partners. This report provides an
update on the progress against the agreed recommendations.

2. Cabinet Member introduction

Clustering of betting shops, particularly in Tottenham, Wood Green and Harringay
Green Lanes, is a major concern of local residents and traders. The Tottenham MP
and | have tirelessly lobbied government, past and present, to change the licensing
and planning laws that currently allow bookies to set up shop without any scrutiny
from local residents. The Coalition Government espouses great rhetoric about
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localism but on this, an issue that really matters to local people, they’re silent. I'm
disappointed that the Hornsey and Wood Green MP voted against a legislative
proposal put forward by the Tottenham MP the then Localism Act. This
amendment would have put in place a control mechanism for betting shops to
restrict clustering.

| should make it clear that | am not opposed to betting shops; however when
Tottenham alone has 29 bookies and wealthy Highgate has 1 it's clear that the
industry is cynically targeting deprived areas.

Recommendations

That Committee members;

Consider the update information provided in Appendix 1
o Inform officer if they require any further information.

Other options considered

There are no other options to consider.

Background information

The Clustering of Betting Shops in Haringey has attracted considerable community
concern in 2009 and 2010 and prompted substantial coverage in local media. The
Licensing Authority (the Local Authority) under the Gambling Act 2005 has the
statutory duty to issue Premises Licenses. We also consult and determine a
Statement of Gambling Policy which supports our priorities for ‘Safer and Cleaner’
public spaces, ‘Wellbeing’ and ‘Independent Living’

Comments of the Chief Finance Officer and financial implications

6.1  The costs of preparing and implementing the recommendations of this
report have been met within existing budgets.

Head of Legal Services and legal implications

7.1 There are no legal implications arising from the updates identified in the
body of this report at this stage. The wider legal implications of Cabinet's
response to the scrutiny review are found in the relevant Cabinet report
dated 20 December 2011

Equalities and Community Cohesion Comments

8.1 An Equalities Impact Assessment will be undertaken when the Statement of
Gambling Policy is revised
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9. Policy Implication

The Council following consultation has recently revised its Gambling policy in line
with the requirements under the act for the policy to be reviewed every 3 years.

10. Use of Appendices
Appendix 1 — Update on the progress against the agreed recommendations
11. Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985

Scrutiny Review of the Clustering of Betting Shops in Haringey 2011
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